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December 2009 

Dear Friends, 

 Envisioning the messianic king to come, Isaiah prophe-

sied, ñThe wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard lie 

down with the kid, and the calf and the lion and the fatling to-

gether, and a little child shall lead them.ò  And a little child shall 

lead them. 

 The prophetôs vision became reality with the birth of the 

Christ child in the manger.  During his later ministry as an adult 

Jesus extended the image saying, ñéunless you turn and be-

come like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever humbles him-

self like this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.ò  The world had all to gain 

from the child whose birth we will remember at Christmas.  We have much to learn from 

the children in our midst. 

 Much of what I know about myself has been learned from Marleneôs and my chil-

dren, Jill, Rob and Jonathan.  The lessons have not always been easy.  In retrospect I do 

thank them and love them. 

 As a Parish Family we are blessed to have many children involved in our life who 

open us to the lessons that Jesus would have us learn.  Corporately and individually, we 

do well to pay attention to what they can teach us. 

 Our school is a bustling center of energy, Christian values and learning each 

weekday.  It offers interested parishioners a golden opportunity to volunteer in an amazing 

setting where inspiring insights occur. Sunday School brings the faith to life for the chil-

dren and those who teach them by means of Godly Play and meaningful interaction.  Our 

Sunday School seems to be growing constantly and, when the children enter church at the 

peace, they bring with them a palpable enthusiasm.  When we enjoy them in the Christ-

mas play in a couple of weeks we will experience their simple, straightforward joy over 

the coming of Christ. 

 The older, teenaged children or, rather, our young adults are here in force.  They 

fill the altar rail on Sundays as they come forward to receive the sacrament. They help 

lead worship, serve at parish events and bring an openness and eagerness to all they do.  

The youth have led the way in doing mission work and are dedicated to Godôs work.  

They are open to new possibilities. They are playful and joyful.  Vulnerable, yet faithful, 

our youth are open to Godôs call.   

 Each December the youth, along with their parents and leaders, have a party at the 

rectory.  This year we are wondering if weôll have room for the whole group.  Itôs most 

exciting to see their number growing.  It means that more young people are benefitting 

from their connection here and it means that, with more of them, it will bring greater 

benefit to the rest of this parish family.   

 Our children are not simply our future.  They are our present.  Christ taught that 

we have great things to learn from them.  Thank God for themé.and so many of them. 

 One final word.  Letôs give thanks for Christine West and her staff at Good Shep-

herd School, Michelle Pariseleti and the Sunday School and nursery teachers, and Julie 

Bird Winchester and her youth ministry helpers for the tremendous jobs they do.  They 

guide the young ones with great love and dedication. 

 In Godôs love, 
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 YOUNG AT HEART  
 

Because of the very busy holiday sched-

ule we have here at Good Shepherd, we 

will forego the Young at Heart Lunch-

eon this month.  Young at Heart will re-

sume on the third Thursday in January. 

 

The Good Shepherd 

 

Pub Lunch 

Christmas Party   
Thursday, December 3    

10:00 ð 1:00 

Seniorsõ event every first Thursday 
of the month featuring pub-style 
lunch plus games, activities and 

fun things to do.     

Call the church office 746-4674 or 
sign up any Sunday in the         

narthex! 

Save the Date  

Artieõs Ninth Annual Party 

An Evening in the Orient  

Friday, February 12, 2010 
Dinner , Dancing, Entertainment,     

Silent Auction, Prize Drawings 

WHO IS A RTIE, AND  WHY IS HE 

HAVING  A  PARTY?   
Artie is a magnificent, multicolored, four-foot 

paper maché parrot that sits on his perch in 

Ahh] Ma^ia^k]Ãl h__b\^,  ;kmb^ aZl [^\hf^ ma^ 

mascot of the annual party & auction fund-

kZbl^k dghpg Zl ;kmb^Ãl JZkmr Zg] bl Z _ZfbebZk 

face around Good Shepherd.  Every year Artie 

chooses a new location from around the world 

_hk abl iZkmrÃl ma^f^* \nblbg^ Zg] ^gm^kmZbg+

f^gm,  QZbm ngmbe rhn l^^ pa^k^ ;kmb^Ãl `hbg` 

this year.   

Sunday, December 6, at 4:30 p.m. 
At the Rectory (Bobõs house) 
All youth and their families  
are invited!  
R.S.V.P.    
746-4674  ext. 107 

PEACE BE WITH YOU.  Please be 
respectful of people who do not     
extend a hand at The Peace.  There 
may be medical reasons such as 
suppressed immunity due to treat-
ment, or general concern about   
passing germs. 
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Next Guided 

Labyrinth Walk 

Thursday,  

December 17, 

from 10:00-12:00.  
 
"Let us, seeing, celebrate  

     The glory of Love's incarnate 

birth 

      And sing its joy to all the world."  

                     ---for "Love's incarnate birth" by Madeleine L'Engle 
 

Christmas is a time for Joy. Walking the labyrinth can 

be a way to express our Joy back to God. Labyrinths 

provide a sacred space for personal reflection and 

prayer when walked individually. When walked with a 

group, a labyrinth can become a container for Joy. As 

we walk the Path with loved ones and strangers, we 

can rest in the assurance that the One who is Love 

desires for us to celebrate and delight in the gift of 

His miraculous birth.  

Peace for your Path, 

Robin Hansel 

Labyrinth Facilitator 

 

Guided walks are held every third Thursday from 

10:00 to noon. Our labyrinth takes about 20 min-

utes to walk and a facilitator will be on hand to an-

swer any questions.   

 

 

Meditation                                 

on Mondays With               

Rev. Wendy Williams 
Start your busy week off right.                                                                                                                

Meet at 10:30 every Monday in the 

Quiet Room for a one-hour session.  

Candlelight  

Labyrinth Walk  

Thursday, December 31 

8:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
 

A great way to finish out this year, and usher in 

the New Year is by walking the sacred path of 

the Labyrinth under the stars.  We will begin 

with a Blessing Ceremony at 8:00 p.m. and walk 

to the sounds of gentle music and the splash of 

the fountain. 

Reaffirmation Of     

Marriage Promises 

Thursday, December 31, 

7:00 p.m. 
 

A great way to start out 2009.  

Join with other couples in our parish as they 

renew their wedding vows. 

Wednesday Bible Study 
Meets in the Library each    
Wednesday at 10:30am. 

Good News Bible Study 
Meets in the Library each Friday at 

9:00am. 

Bible Study 

Good Shepherd Good Guys 
Fridays at 8:00 AM in  

the Parish Hall 
 

All Good Shepherd  Men Are Welcome!  

 Join us...and bring a friend! 

Womenôs Cursillo  
 meets every Thursday at 4:00pm at Good    

Shepherd Episcopal School. To find out more 

about joining Cursillo, please call the clergy at 

746-4674.  
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Pennies for  
  Heaven 
On Sunday, November 15th, the Pennies Shop held their annual meeting/
luncheon at the Abacoa Golf Club.  Three new board members were voted 
in.  Barbara Drum, Carolyn Gepfert, and Suzan Heithaus join Marion 
Downing, Joe D'Alessandro, Jerre Rannie, Joanne Ebner, Dona Scoville, 
and Jean Smith in overseeing the operation of Good Shepherd's "unique 
boutique".  The luncheon is in celebration and thanks for the nearly fifty 
volunteers who man and keep our shop running year round. 
 
 One penny, Two pennies, Three pennies, Four 
 We drag and we tag things brought to our door. 
 We check them all over to see that they're fine 
 So we can sell them for more than a dime. 
 Five pennies make a nickel and that's less than a dime 
 but more than a trickle for so little time that 
 We spend at the shop to do what we can 
 So pennies don't stop coming and we can go over the top 
 If our pennies don't go to heaven the way they should 
 we know here on earth they are doing some good. 
 So be grateful for what we have and what we can do, because 
 "Pennies for Heaven" - - we love you !  ! 
 
  Written and shared by Carolyn Gepfert 
 
Don't forget to visit the Shop during this special time!  We have unique gifts 
- - special outfits - -jewelry - -  warm clothing - - Christmas 
items - - books - - house wares.    Come and See!!  ENJOY, and SHOP !! 

Regular Shop hours are  
M - F,   9:00am - 4:00pm,   

Sat. 9:00am - noon.   

A Good Shepherd Holiday Luncheon  
Saturday, December 19,  at 12:00 Noon 
Wear your favorite hat & perhaps win a prize. 

Cost:  A gift for residents of Sterling House  

(brought in a small gift bag - unwrapped) 
 

Come join us ladies and gents for our annual Christmas luncheon.  The  recipient of your Christmas gift will 

be the residents, women and men, in Sterling House so please join us so we may collect a lot of gifts for these 

special people (many who do not have anyone visit them). 
 

Suggestions: Lotion (no perfumes)     Candy     

  Knick-knacks for the room    Writing paper and stamps 

  Pepperidge Farm Cookies    Books 

  Slipper/Sox with non-skid bottoms   Brushes 

  Lap robes (or any other hand-knitted)  Handkerchiefs 
 

Please sign up starting December 6, so we will know how many to expect for the luncheon.  
For information please call Marilyn Hall at 746-8232 or Genevieve Johnson at 575-2111.  

Do You Have an 

Old Cell Phone?   
Please, bring it to Good 
Shepherd School!  They are col-
lecting cell phones, old or new, to 
donate to an agency that puts the 
phones in the hands of domestic 
abuse victims and survivors.  
These are women who are greatly 
relieved to know that help is a 
phone call away if and when they 
are in danger. If youôre not sure if 
your phone even works, bring it  
anyway. Many can be refurbished 
and distributed.  Thank you!  

Meetings Changes in    
December 
 

Newcomers Committee  and Healing 

Team will not meet in December.  The 

next meeting is scheduled for January ? 

 

Kellyôs Caregiverôs Support Group 

will now meet every second Wednes-

day of the month instead of weekly. 

The next meeting is December 9. 
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Christmas Flowers and Plants 

 

I would like to contribute $ ______________ toward  Christmas Altar Flowers and Poin-

settias that will be on the altar during the holiday services.  (The plants and flowers will 

then be delivered to parishioners who are ill, homebound or who have lost a loved one this 

year) 

PLEASE PRINT 

 

In Memory Of:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

AND/OR 

 

In Thanksgiving For:   ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Food Pantry Update 

By Merike Seely 

 Thank you so much for responding to the call to help the hungry this season. Through 

your generous outpouring of food and time we are able to feed many people who are without 

the resources to provide for themselves.   

 Our  Food Pantry continues to grow to meet the need in our community.  At the Food 

Pantry Open House on November 1st, many of you came to see how this ministry has grown, and it was ex-

plained that we serve a broad variety of individuals and families. We generally have 3-5 people come each week 

needing  food. They are men and women, some with families, others alone. They may be disabled, unemployed, 

or employed and unable to pay the electric bill and buy food in the same month. Some come in cars, others on 

bicycles or on foot. For many it is  difficult  to ask for food. Folks who are newly struggling are especially em-

barrassed. One thing, however, connects them all: they are very grateful to you. I hear the gratitude and wish you 

could hear it too. We recently received a gracious thank you note and I would like to pass it on.  

 

Dear Good Shepherd Family, 

 After 25 years of marriage, the father of our four children has abandoned us due 

to a crack addiction.  I found myself alone with no money...but...I heard you have a food 

pantry.  I stopped by and the girl at your front desk filled 4 bags of food for me and my 

children.  Your pastor helped me to my car and prayed with me.  I canôt explain how 

much your kindness has meant to me.  May God continue to bless you for reaching out to 

people in need.  I thank Him for working through youðHis loving childrenðto help me.  

 

If you would like information about our Food Pantry or would like to help, please call the church office.  

óTis the Season... to go out and play! The weather is just perfect and with over 8,000 acres of Palm 

Beach County parks alone, there is plenty of opportunity for low-cost, often free outdoor fun. We 

have two great State parks nearby, Jonathan Dickinson State Park and John D. MacArthur Beach 

State Park.  Here are a couple upcoming Green Spirits activities:  

Walk off those holiday cookies! Plan on joining the Green Spirits for a hike of the Italian 

Farms Trail, north of Riverbend park, just east of the Loxahatchee River on  Saturday, January 

2.  Meet at Riverbend Park behind the canoe concession at 9:00 am. Distance is approx 3.8 

miles total. Expect uneven terrain. Please RSVP with Merike in the church office at 746-4674. 

Recycle Tour coming in January.  Have you ever wondered where your plastic bottles go after 

they leave your curb? Watch your bulletins for the new date for the facility tour of Solid Waste 

Authorityôs new state-of-the-art facility.   
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Email Update Form 
 

Good Shepherd is increasing our communications options and so we need to make sure we have your correct, 

current email address.  And we are Going Green, too!  If you would like to receive the Newsletter, Tidings, via 

email or on-line, please let us know. 

 

Please fill out this form and put it in the offering plate or mail it in or drop it off at the office. (Please print) 

 

Full Name:___________________________ 

 

Email:________________________________________ 

Our financial status through October 31, 2009 is as follows: 

 

   Month to Date  Year to Date  Budget to Date 

 Revenues $ 57,805,41   $ 620,177.61  $     652,112 

 Expenses $ 79,539.47   $ 658,282.04  $     652,112 

 

 Net Total:    <$ 21,734.06>            <$   38,104.43>   $             0 

Vestry Nominations Task Force 
 

In accordance with the Bylaws adopted by the Vestry on April 10, 1991, the Vestry appoints a Nominations Task Force.  

The purpose of having the Nominations Task Force is to give the parish the opportunity to obtain qualified persons who 

would like to make a contribution of their time and talent in furthering the goals of Good Shepherd.  Please take advan-

tage of this and give serious thought to who should be placed in positions of leadership.  The election of Vestry members 

will be at the next Annual Meeting on January 29, 2010. 

 

Bylaw 4.2 Vestry Qualifications: 

 1. Be a communicant in good standing of the Parish. 

 2. Have maintained regular attendance at the Parish for not less than one year. 

 3. Be a qualified elector. 

Bylaw 2.4 Elector Qualifications: 

 1. Be an adult communicant in good standing of the Parish. 

 2. Be 16 years or older. 

 3. Be duly enrolled in the Register of the Church of the Good Shepherd. 

 4. Be regular in attendance at Parish services. 

5. Make contributions of record to the general support of the Parishôs mission and ministry. 

The number of positions open for Vestry is four (4).  Bylaw 4.14 states that Vestry members are to regularly attend Ves-

try meetings, not missing more than three (3) consecutive meetings nor more than five (5) regular meetings within a one-

year period. 

VESTRY NOMINATING FORM 

 

I nominate _____________________________________for the position of Vestry member.  He/she has ap-

proved this nomination and meets the qualifications for Vestry membership in accordance with Bylaws 4.2 and 

2.4. 

 

Signed:  ________________________________________     Phone:  ______________________________ 

 

Financial Report 
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 VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

At 7:30 pm on Wednesday, November 18, 2009, the Vestry convened its regular monthly meeting in the 

Robert S. Taylor Library in the office building.  The Reverend Robert S. Taylor, Rector, presided.  After an 

opening prayer and centering, we accomplished the following: 

 

APPROVEDé the agenda, minutes from the October meeting and the Treasurerôs Report for October. 

 

HEARD REPORTS: Bob Taylor presented the financials for the school for September, 2009. 

  

 Delegates from the Diocesan Convention held in Key West on Nov. 13-14 reported.  

Several resolutions were discussed. 

 

Several recent Outreach activities were discussed, including the number of solar cook-

ers purchased to date (22), the plans for Adult Mission in Haiti, plans for filling stock-

ings for the kids in Indiantown and other holiday activities. 

 

A replacement air conditioner was donated for the Parish Hall and installed through 

the ingenuity and hard work of volunteers.  Sanitizer dispensers have been installed in 

the restrooms. 

 

Mark Chittum presented a Stewardship Team report regarding progress on our stew-

ardship campaign. We have responses from 177 families and individuals to date. 

 

Reports were received from the Broadway Show and Fall Fest. 

 

DISCUSSED & APPROVED:  A proposed sign for the Pennies Shop in honor of 

Betty Owen was approved unanimously by the Vestry. 

 

Progress on the Parish Goals was discussed. 

Increasing environmental sustainability (from the MDGs).  We will prepare some 

graphics regarding the solar cookers for Haiti and also the Lenten Mission 

Teamôs emphasis on environmental sustainability in their proposed 2010 trip. 

 

John Prosser will update the list of urgent needs to maintain the church property. 

 

Regarding the charette planning process with the school, two meetings have been 

held.  A professional convenor will be interviewed by the committee to discern 

the next step in the process. 

 

CLOSEDé  with our Parish Prayer. 

Important Request   
Important Request.  If you make a stock gift to the church for memorial gifts, for endowment, or 

for your pledge, please let the clergy know about it.  We are unable to identify the source of such 

gifts unless you have told us.  We want to properly recognize and allocate your gift. 
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Keep Our Altar Blooming Throughout the Year 
  

To donate flowers for the altar, please circle the Sunday date(s) on which you wish to give altar 
flowers.  Suggested contribution, per request, is $50. (Any amount you care to give will be appre-
ciated.) Make your check payable to the Church of the Good Shepherd and note on it ñAltar 
Flowersò.  Your check and this completed form may be mailed to the church or dropped in the 
offering plate on Sunday.  The flowers are delivered each Sunday, following the service, to those 
who or ill or who have recently lost a loved one. 

 GIVEN BY: __________________________________________________________________________ 

   
IN MEMORY OF:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
 THANKSGIVING FOR: _________________________________________________________________ 
   
TELEPHONE:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
  
Dec. 6 13 20 27  Jan.  3 10 17 24 31 

Feb. 7 14 Lent Lent  March - no flowers during Lent 

Only A Few Weeks Until Christmas!  

Looking for a meaningful holiday gift?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solar Cooker Honor Gifts are the perfect way 

to honor a loved one and provide                 

life-sustaining support to people in Haiti. 

Our Good Shepherd Adult Mission Team and the 

Outreach Committee are  working with Solar Oven 

Partners to place Solar Cookers in the hands of the 

poor living in deforested Haiti.  How can Solar Cook-

ers help? By cooking only with the power of the sun, 

they eliminate the need for additional fuel, reduce 

deforestation, provide clean water and eliminate air 

pollution. 

 Please consider a solar cooker in honor of 

someone you know this year.  Gifts will be sold in 

amounts of $20.00, $50.00 and $100.00 and come 

with a special gift card that describes the pro-

gram.  

 ALSOé You can help replenish the de-

forested areas of Haiti by purchasing saplings!  

In cooperation with a nursery in Haiti, our mis-

sion team will be replanting the hillside on their 

trip next spring. 

Sapling honor gifts are $10.00 each and also 

come with a beautiful gift card.  
  Please call the church office at 746-4674 to 

place your order today! 
Gift Cards are now available in the office! 

Check out the full-color edition of Tidings online at 

www.goodsheponline.org/tidings 

Merry Christmas to you, 

from the clergy and staff of Good Shepherd 
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Prepare the way of the Lord make his paths straight, MARK  1:3.   

 

When the youth learn about different scriptures throughout the 

year this one always seems to stand out as a perfect way to 

introduce Advent.  Why?  Well in Advent (which comes from 

the Latin word adventus meaning ñcomingò) - we prepare, we 

wait, and anticipate the birth of Christðwe prepare for the 

second coming and we wait patiently for the second coming.  

It is a wonderful way to talk about our journey with Christ.  

And what better way to talk about a journey with youth than to 

relate it to a ñroadò and ñdrivingò  - an important milestone for all youth.   

 

When youth begin to drive, itôs important for them to keep focused on the road, pay attention to 

road signs and watch for messages given along the way.  This is what we teach them the first 

time we let them behind the wheel...remember that day?  As our youth travel on their journey 

with Christ, this scripture seems to fit just right for them.    They learn the path of a Christian is 

a very important roadï they begin to understand the need to keep it straight and level. Itôs Godôs 

road, God always travels with usðgiving direction and sending messages along the way.  

Although all of our roads are still under constructionðwe can work hard during Advent to keep 

it level, keep it straight, listen for messages and follow His way in all that we do and all that we 

say.   

During the hustle and bustle of the Advent Season remember to be patient, be hopeful, be 

joyful, be love and be ready.  PREPARE the way of the Lord. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 

Sunday Dec 6 - Youth Family Christmas Party 
4:30 - 8:00 PM - The Rectory (Bobôs house) 

 

Friday Dec 11 - Saturday Dec 12 - Flick Night  

EAT DINNER BEFORE YOU COME  

7:00 PM - 9:00 AM - No ñRò moviesðbring your sleep stuff & toiletries! 
 

Sunday Dec 13 - Confirmation I class 
9:00 - 9:45 AM - Senior High youth room 

 

Sunday Dec 27 - Lessons and Carols 
@ the 10:00 church service - Jitters Served. 

 

Wednesday Dec 2, 9, 16, Junior High Youth Group 
6:00 - 8:00 PM - Meet in the JH Youth Room - Dinner served 

  

Wednesday Dec 2, 9, 16, Senior High Youth Group 
6:00 - 8:00 PM - Meet in the SH Youth Room - Dinner served 

 

Prepare the way of the Lord and have a blessed Advent and Christmas Season 

Youth News 
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Broadway Goes 

To The Movies  
 

 

 In October, we had the 

pleasure of being entertained by 

our own Good Shepherd     

Players.  Broadway Goes to the 

Movies was great representation 

of beloved Broadway shows 

that made it to the silver screen. 

 Director Laura Thomas 

summed it up perfectly when 

she said, ñOnce again you cre-

ated something amazing, beauti-

ful, wonderful, delicious, delec-

table, bubbly, hilarious, sophis-

ticated and brilliant!  Kudos to 

all on another job well done.ò 

 Laura, we couldnôt agree 

more!  


